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shareholder is subject immediately be-
fore and immediately after the dis-
tribution.

Such reduction, however, shall not
cause the amount of the distribution to
be reduced below zero.

(h) Basis. The basis of property re-
ceived in the distribution to which sec-
tion 301 applies shall be—

(1) If the shareholder is not a cor-
poration, the fair market value of such
property;

(2) If the shareholder is a corpora-
tion—

(i) In the case of a distribution of the
obligations of the distributing corpora-
tion or of the stock of such corporation
or rights to acquire such stock (if such
stock or rights are treated as property
under section 305(b)), the fair market
value of such obligations, stock, or
rights;

(ii) In the case of the distribution of
any other property, except as provided
in subdivision (iii) (relating to certain
distributions by a foreign corporation)
or subdivision (iv) (relating to certain
distributions to foreign corporate
distributees) of this subparagraph,
whichever of the following is the less-
er—

(a) The fair market value of such
property; or

(b) The adjusted basis (in the hands
of the distributing corporation imme-
diately before the distribution) of such
property increased in the amount of
gain to the distributing corporation
which is recognized under section 311(b)
(relating to distributions of LIFO in-
ventory), section 311(c) (relating to dis-
tributions of property subject to liabil-
ities in excess of basis), section 311(d)
(relating to appreciated proterty used
to redeem stock), section 341(f) (relat-
ing to certain sales of stock of consent-
ing corporations), section 617(d) (relat-
ing to gain from dispositions of certain
mining property), section 1245(a) or
1250(a) (relating to gain from disposi-
tions of certain depreciable property),
section 1251(c) (relating to gain from
disposition of farm recapture prop-
erty), section 1252(a) (relating to gain
from disposition of farm land), or
1254(a) (relating to gain from disposi-
tion of interest in natural resource re-
capture property);

(iii) In the case of the distribution by
a foreign corporation of any other
property after December 31, 1962, in a
distribution not described in subdivi-
sion (iv) of this subparagraph, the
amount determined under paragraph
(n) of this section;

(iv) In the case of the distribution of
any other property made after Novem-
ber 8, 1971, to a shareholder which is a
foreign corporation, the fair market
value of such property, but only if the
distribution received by such share-
holder is not effectively connected for
the taxable year with the conduct of a
trade or business in the United States
by such shareholder.

(i) [Reserved]
(j) Transfers for less than fair market

value. If property is transferred by a
corporation to a shareholder which is
not a corporation for an amount less
than its fair market value in a sale or
exchange, such shareholder shall be
treated as having received a distribu-
tion to which section 301 applies. In
such case, the amount of the distribu-
tion shall be the difference between the
amount paid for the property and its
fair market value. If property is trans-
ferred in a sale or exchange by a cor-
poration to a shareholder which is a
corporation, for an amount less than
its fair market value and also less than
its adjusted basis, such shareholder
shall be treated as having received a
distribution to which section 301 ap-
plies, and—

(1) Where the fair market value of
the property equals or exceeds its ad-
justed basis in the hands of the distrib-
uting corporation the amount of the
distribution shall be the excess of the
adjusted basis (increased by the
amount of gain recognized under sec-
tion 311 (b), (c), or (d), or under section
341(f), 617(d), 1245(a), 1250(a), 1251(c),
1252(a), or 1254(a) to the distributing
corporation) over the amount paid for
the property;

(2) Where the fair market value of
the property is less than its adjusted
basis in the hands of the distributing
corporation, the amount of the dis-
tribution shall be the excess of such
fair market value over the amount paid
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for the property. If property is trans-
ferred in a sale or exchange after De-
cember 31, 1962, by a foreign corpora-
tion to a shareholder which is a cor-
poration for an amount less than the
amount which would have been com-
puted under paragraph (n) of this sec-
tion if such property had been received
in a distribution to which section 301
applied, such shareholder shall be
treated as having received a distribu-
tion to which section 301 applies, and
the amount of the distribution shall be
the excess of the amount which would
have been computed under paragraph
(n) of this section with respect to such
property over the amount paid for the
property. In all cases, the earnings and
profits of the distributing corporation
shall be decreased by the excess of the
basis of the property in the hands of
the distributing corporation over the
amount received therefor. In comput-
ing gain or loss from the subsequent
sale of such property, its basis shall be
the amount paid for the property in-
creased by the amount of the distribu-
tion.
If property is transferred in a sale or
exchange after December 31, 1962, by a
foreign corporation to a shareholder
which is a corporation for an amount
less than the amount which would have
been computed under paragraph (n) of
this section if such property had been
received in a distribution to which sec-
tion 301 applied, such shareholder shall
be treated as having received a dis-
tribution to which section 301 applies,
and the amount of the distribution
shall be the excess of the amount
which would have been computed under
paragraph (n) of this section with re-
spect to such property over the amount
paid for the property. Notwithstanding
the preceding provisions of this para-
graph, if property is transferred in a
sale or exchange after November 8,
1971, by a corporation to a shareholder
which is a foreign corporation, for an
amount less than its fair market value,
and if paragraph (d)(1)(iv) of this sec-
tion would apply if such property were
received in a distribution to which sec-
tion 301 applies, such shareholder shall
be treated as having received a dis-
tribution to which section 301 applies
and the amount of the distribution
shall be the difference between the

amount paid for the property and its
fair market value. In all cases, the
earnings and profits of the distributing
corporation shall be decreased by the
excess of the basis of the property in
the hands of the distributing corpora-
tion over the amount received therefor.
In computing gain or loss from the sub-
sequent sale of such property, its basis
shall be the amount paid for the prop-
erty increased by the amount of the
distribution.

(k) Application of rule respecting trans-
fers for less than fair market value. The
application of paragraph (j) of this sec-
tion may be illustrated by the follow-
ing examples:

Example (1). On January 1, 1955, A, an indi-
vidual shareholder of corporation X, pur-
chased property from that corporation for
$20. The fair market value of such property
was $100, and its basis in the hands of cor-
poration X was $25. The amount of the dis-
tribution determined under section 301(b) is
$80. If A were a corporation, the amount of
the distribution would be $5 (assuming that
sections 311 (b) and (c), 1245(a), and 1250(a) do
not apply), the excess of the basis of the
property in the hands of corporation X over
the amount received therefor. The basis of
such property to corporation A would be $25.
If the basis of the property in the hands of
corporation X were $10, the corporate share-
holder, A, would not receive a distribution.
The basis of such property to corporation A
would be $20. Whether or not A is a corpora-
tion, the excess of the amount paid over the
basis of the property in the hands of corpora-
tion X ($20 over $10) would be a taxable gain
to corporation X.

Example (2). On January 1, 1963, corporation
A, which is a shareholder of corporation B (a
foreign corporation engaged in business
within the United States), purchased one
share of corporation X stock from B for $20.
The fair market value of the share was $100,
and its adjusted basis in the hands of B was
$25. Assume that if the share of corporation
X stock had been received by A in a distribu-
tion to which section 301 applied, the amount
of the distribution under paragraph (n) of
this section would have been $55. The
amount of the distribution under section 301
is $35, i.e., $55 (amount computed under para-
graph (n) of this section) minus $20 (amount
paid for the property). The basis of such
property to A is $55.

(l) Transactions treated as distribu-
tions. A distribution to shareholders
with respect to their stock is within
the terms of section 301 although it
takes place at the same time as an-
other transaction if the distribution is
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in substance a separate transaction
whether or not connected in a formal
sense. This is most likely to occur in
the case of a recapitalization, a re-
incorporation, or a merger of a cor-
poration with a newly organized cor-
poration having substantially no prop-
erty. For example, if a corporation
having only common stock outstand-
ing, exchanges one share of newly is-
sued common stock and one bond in
the principal amount of $10 for each
share of outstanding common stock,
the distribution of the bonds will be a
distribution of property (to the extent
of their fair market value) to which
section 301 applies, even though the ex-
change of common stock for common
stock may be pursuant to a plan of re-
organization under the terms of section
368(a)(1)(E) (recapitalization) and even
though the exchange of common stock
for common stock may be tax free by
virtue of section 354.

(m) Cancellation of indebtedness. The
cancellation of indebtedness of a share-
holder by a corporation shall be treat-
ed as a distribution of property.

(n) [Reserved]
(o) Distributions of certain property by

DISC’s to corporate shareholders. See
§ 1.997–1 for the rule that if a corpora-
tion which is a DISC or former DISC
(as defined in section 992(a)(1) or (3) as
the case may be) makes a distribution
of property (other than money and
other than the obligations of the DISC
or former DISC) out of accumulated
DISC income (as defined in section
996(f)(1)) or previously taxed income (as
defined in section 996(f)(2)), such dis-
tribution of property shall be treated
as if it were made to an individual and
that the basis of the property distrib-
uted, in the hands of the recipient cor-
poration, shall be determined as if such
property were distributed to an indi-
vidual.

(p) Cross references. For certain rules
relating to adjustments to earnings
and profits and for determining the ex-
tent to which a distribution is a divi-

dend, see sections 312 and 316 and regu-
lations thereunder.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11607, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6752, 29 FR 12701, Sept. 9,
1964; T.D. 7084, 36 FR 267, Jan. 8, 1971; T.D.
7209, 37 FR 20800, Oct. 5, 1972; 38 FR 20824,
Aug. 3, 1973; 38 FR 32794, Nov. 28, 1973; T.D.
7556, 44 FR 1376, Jan. 5, 1979; T.D. 8474, 58 FR
25557, Apr. 27, 1993; T.D. 8586, 60 FR 2500, Jan.
10, 1995]

§ 1.302–1 General.

(a) Under section 302(d), unless other-
wise provided in subchapter C, chapter
1 of the Code, a distribution in redemp-
tion of stock shall be treated as a dis-
tribution of property to which section
301 applies if the distribution is not
within any of the provisions of section
302(b). A distribution in redemption of
stock shall be considered a distribution
in part or full payment in exchange for
the stock under section 302(a) provided
paragraph (1), (2), (3), or (4) of section
302(b) applies. Section 318(a) (relating
to constructive ownership of stock) ap-
plies to all redemptions under section
302 except that in the termination of a
shareholder’s interest certain limita-
tions are placed on the application of
section 318(a)(1) by section 302(c)(2).
The term redemption of stock is defined
in section 317(b). Section 302 does not
apply to that portion of any distribu-
tion which qualifies as a distribution in
partial liquidation under section 346.
For special rules relating to redemp-
tion of stock to pay death taxes see
section 303. For special rules relating
to redemption of section 306 stock see
section 306. For special rules relating
to redemption of stock in partial or
complete liquidation see section 331.

(b) If, in connection with a partial
liquidation under the terms of section
346, stock is redeemed in an amount in
excess of the amount specified by sec-
tion 331(a)(2), section 302(b) shall first
apply as to each shareholder to which
it is applicable without limitation be-
cause of section 331(a)(2). That portion
of the total distribution which is used
in all redemptions from specific share-
holders which are within the terms of
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section 302(a) shall be excluded in de-
termining the application of sections
346 and 331(a)(2). For example, Corpora-
tion X has $50,000 which is attributable
to the sale of one of two active busi-
nesses and which, if distributed in re-
demption of stock, would qualify as a
partial liquidation under the terms of
section 346(b). Corporation X distrib-
utes $60,000 to its shareholders in re-
demption of stock, $20,000 of which is in
redemption of all of the stock of share-
holder A within the meaning of section
302(b)(3). The $20,000 distributed in re-
demption of the stock of shareholder A
will be excluded in determining the ap-
plication of sections 346 and 331(a)(2).
The entire $60,000 will be treated as in
part or full payment for stock ($20,000
qualifying under section 302(a) and
$40,000 qualifying under sections 346
and 331(a)(2)).

§ 1.302–2 Redemptions not taxable as
dividends.

(a) The fact that a redemption fails
to meet the requirements of paragraph
(2), (3) or (4) of section 302(b) shall not
be taken into account in determining
whether the redemption is not essen-
tially equivalent to a dividend under
section 302(b)(1). See, however, para-
graph (b) of this section. For example,
if a shareholder owns only nonvoting
stock of a corporation which is not sec-
tion 306 stock and which is limited and
preferred as to dividends and in liq-
uidation, and one-half of such stock is
redeemed, the distribution will ordi-
narily meet the requirements of para-
graph (1) of section 302(b) but will not
meet the requirements of paragraph
(2), (3) or (4) of such section. The deter-
mination of whether or not a distribu-
tion is within the phrase ‘‘essentially
equivalent to a dividend’’ (that is, hav-
ing the same effect as a distribution
without any redemption of stock) shall
be made without regard to the earnings
and profits of the corporation at the
time of the distribution. For example,
if A owns all the stock of a corporation
and the corporation redeems part of his
stock at a time when it has no earnings
and profits, the distribution shall be
treated as a distribution under section
301 pursuant to section 302(d).

(b) The question whether a distribu-
tion in redemption of stock of a share-

holder is not essentially equivalent to
a dividend under section 302(b)(1) de-
pends upon the facts and circumstances
of each case. One of the facts to be con-
sidered in making this determination
is the constructive stock ownership of
such shareholder under section 318(a).
All distributions in pro rata redemp-
tions of a part of the stock of a cor-
poration generally will be treated as
distributions under section 301 if the
corporation has only one class of stock
outstanding. However, for distributions
in partial liquidation, see section 346.
The redemption of all of one class of
stock (except section 306 stock) either
at one time or in a series of redemp-
tions generally will be considered as a
distribution under section 301 if all
classes of stock outstanding at the
time of the redemption are held in the
same proportion. Distribution in re-
demption of stock may be treated as
distributions under section 301 regard-
less of the provisions of the stock cer-
tificate and regardless of whether all
stock being redeemed was acquired by
the stockholders from whom the stock
was redeemed by purchase or other-
wise. In every case in which a share-
holder transfers stock to the corpora-
tion which issued such stock in ex-
change for property, the facts and cir-
cumstances shall be reported on his re-
turn except as provided in paragraph
(d) of § 1.331–1. See sections 346(a) and
6043 for requirements relating to re-
turns by corporations.

(c) In any case in which an amount
received in redemption of stock is
treated as a distribution of a dividend,
proper adjustment of the basis of the
remaining stock will be made with re-
spect to the stock redeemed. The fol-
lowing examples illustrate the applica-
tion of this rule:

Example (1). A, an individual, purchased all
of the stock of Corporation X for $100,000. In
1955 the corporation redeems half of the
stock for $150,000, and it is determined that
this amount constitutes a dividend. The re-
maining stock of Corporation X held by A
has a basis of $100,000.

Example (2). H and W, husband and wife,
each own half of the stock of Corporation X.
All of the stock was purchased by H for
$100,000 cash. In 1950 H gave one-half of the
stock to W, the stock transferred having a
value in excess of $50,000. In 1955 all of the
stock of H is redeemed for $150,000, and it is
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